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According to a Nov. 14 announcement by the International Trade and Industry Ministry, a Japanese
oceanographic research company has verified the discovery of rich mineral deposits some 500 km.
off the coast of Acapulco. Ministry officials said the field is located at a depth of 2,500 meters in
the "eastern Pacific slope," and contains deposits of copper, lead, silver and zinc. Exploration and
testing in the area was performed by the crew of the the Japanese 2,111-ton Hakurei oceanographic
research vessel between in July and August.
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